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1 Introduction

In the current LIGO design, 1064 nm light propagates through a Michelson interferometer
and reflects off test masses [3]. Measurements of gravitational waves are made by analyzing
the interference pattern that is output from the interferometer. The output is dependent
on the phase difference between the beams in the two arms in the interferometer, and the
lengths of the interferometer arms determine this phase shift. In order to accurately measure
minuscule changes in the lengths of the interferometer arms, it is crucial to reduce various
types of noise in the system, such as frequency noise. If a substantial amount of frequency
noise is present in the laser that propagates through the system, it is difficult to differentiate
changes in the interferometer output caused by gravitational waves from those caused by
variations in the laser frequency.

Another source of noise in LIGO’s data originates from the thermal noise of the test masses.
LIGO’s current test masses are made of fused silica, but mirrors made of crystalline silicon
have demonstrated lower levels of mechanical loss than fused silica mirrors [4]. Crystalline
silicon is highly absorbent of 1064 nm light, but demonstrates low absorption when tested
with a longer wavelength of 2 µm [1]. Therefore, the next generation of LIGO detectors will
likely switch to crystalline silicon mirrors and will use a wavelength of about 2 µm in the
interferometer.

Access to low-cost sources of stable 2 µm light is crucial for researchers to develop the next
generation of LIGO detectors. This work will address the stabilization of a 2050 nm laser,
and will focus on reducing the frequency noise of the laser with a self-delayed heterodyne
interferometry technique. This low-cost method has the potential to facilitate further testing
and development of 2 µm light for gravitational-wave detection.

2 Objectives

Through self-delayed interferometry, I intend to narrow the linewidth of a 2050 nm laser.
Previous work on self-delayed interferometry has demonstrated that the linewidth of a 1550
nm laser can be reduced from 2.2 MHz to 3.1 kHz. Current off-the-shelf 2 µm lasers have a
linewidth of about 50 kHz, and I intend to stabilize my laser to 0.1 Hz [2]. I will first inves-
tigate the stability of the system without isolation from the environment of the laboratory,
and then further attempt to improve the stability by placing the system in an isolation box
to reduce acoustic noise.

3 Approach

My setup is similar to the setup used to stabilize a 1550 nm laser through self-delayed
interferometry [2]. A general overview of my setup is displayed in Figure 1. First, a laser
output will be split with a 90:10 fiber coupler. The 90% output will then be fed into a
delay fiber while the 10% output will be fed into a fiber Mach-Zehnder interferometer. In
this interferometer, the input is again split with a 50:50 coupler, with one output being fed
into a delay fiber while the other is fed through a piezo-driven fiber stretcher (FS). The two
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signals are then mixed with a 50:50 coupler, and the two outputs are transmitted to a pair of
photodetectors (PD). From the photodetector signals, I will obtain a signal that will be fed
into an electro-optic modulator (EOM) to produce a phase-corrected output, along with a
signal that will be used to continually shift the FS such that the output of the interferometer
is at a midpoint between constructive and destructive interference. The phase of the output
from the EOM will be measured with another Mach-Zehnder interferometer setup.

Figure 1: A diagram of my setup.

Before I begin testing my setup, I will analyze how different types of noise propagate through
the interferometer with Python. In particular, I will investigate how shifts in the output laser
frequency appear as signals from the PD, and then consider how intensity noise, losses in
the fibers, and noise from the various electronics all affect the output.

4 Timeline

Week 1: Gain familiarity with the lab and the components of the experiment, begin con-
structing setup

Week 2: Finish constructing the initial setup

Week 3 - 4: Take data with initial setup and determine how different sources of noise are
affecting the system

Week 5: Continue to take data and improve the design to reduce sources of noise

Week 6 - 8: Transfer the setup into an isolating chamber to further reduce noise, quantify
the improvement in laser stability, and continue to improve the system

Week 9: Collect any last necessary pieces of data, begin writing final report

Week 10: Finalize report and presentation
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